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Our 7- night Caribbean cruise departed on Royal Caribbean's 
Mariner of the Seas from Port Canaveral, Florida, for stops in the 
Bahamas, St. Thomas, and St. Maarten.  

The at-sea days were filled with more than seventy genealogy 
presentations 
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Where We Went When Not in “School” 
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George Smith, Deborah Abbott, Gary and Diana Smith,  
Eileen and Sean O’Duill and John Colletta, Jana Broglin, Michael 
LeClerc, James Petty, Casandra Brown and Drew Smith 

We Learned From these Experts . . .  

. . . . . Our Class Photo 
5 6 

One of our four ship-board classrooms. 
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Time limitations afford us to only learn from these 
six professionals . . .  

. . . George Morgan, Deborah Abbott, Eileen O’Duill,  
Diana Smith, James Petty and Drew Smith 

George Morgan 

George G. Morgan is president of Aha! Seminars, 
Inc. and the author of eight landmark genealogy 
books.  

These include: The Genealogy Forum on America 
Online:  The Official User's Guide; the award winning 
Your Family Reunion:   How to Plan It, Organize It, 
and Enjoy It, both published by Ancestry Publishing.  

His award-winning book, How to Do Everything with 
Your Genealogy, published by McGraw-Hill/Osborne 
has been a part of its its highly successful "How to 
Do Everything" series, and has been one of he best-
selling genealogy "how-to" genealogy books 
published in the last 20 years! 

He also has written the first and second editions of 
The Official Guide to Ancestry.com.  

8 

9 

Bringing 'Em Back to Life:  
Creating an Ancestor Profile 

An ancestor profile can help you: 

Identify how much information you have acquired.  

Identify the quality of your source citations. 

Identify gaps in your research. 

Put your ancestor's life into a chronological sequence that can be more 
easily viewed and understood. 

Make educated guesses about the ancestor's thought processes and 
motivations for making certain life decisions. 

Form the basis of a good biographical sketch or full-scale biography. 
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Organization is the KEY! 

Establish your ancestor's location 

Locate your ancestor at every possible point in time 

Use: Census records, Land, property and tax records, Court records,   
Obituaries and wills, Religious institution records 

Trace their movements and migrations  

Cite all your sources 

Learn about other people in your ancestor's life: 

Who were they?  
  - Parents 
  - Siblings 
  - Spouse 
  - Children  
  - Neighbors??? 

What happened to them?  

How did they or the events that happened to them 
influence your ancestor?  
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Study local, state and national history to 
determine what events may have influenced or 
motivated your ancestor: 

War  

Economic depressions/recessions and other 
financial hardship  

Drought and/or famine  

Political, religious or personal oppression 

12 
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Study the personal events that may have influenced or 
motivated your ancestor: 

Death in the family 
- Parent's death may have made the child an orphan 

- Parent's death may have caused one child to become 
responsible for one or more siblings 

-Sibling's death may have changed family relationship 
dynamics 

Financial problems 

Fire, flood, storm, earthquake or other environmental 
disaster 

Illness, accident or other event resulting in physical or 
emotional disability 
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Define a Methodology 

Approach the creation of your ancestor's profile as you  
would an important term paper 

Gather, annotate and file materials you've obtained 

You may be inputting the data into your genealogy database program at the 
same time 

Create index cards with pertinent facts and cross-reference them to  
the materials 

Note: You may have multiple index cards for the same piece of information, 
each with a separate source citation 

 Produce the profile in a word processor 
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Organize the Material 

Arrange all genealogical material in chronological sequence 

Insert  non-genealogical information 

Insert information on other people 

Insert historical events 

Insert personal events 

Include all of your source citations for everything --- Not just "the best" 
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Prepare the Outline in Your  
Word Processor 

Treat each entry as a paragraph 
 -That includes multiple citations of the same event 

Begin with a date 

Use a textual description/comment 

Include source citation(s) 

Add notations where additional information/proof/citation is needed to fill 
gaps 

Leave space between entries for notes 
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Print and Review the Outline 

Print the outline 

Proofread it carefully for accuracy 

Review it for required information 

 Missing time periods  

 Questionable data needing verification or corroboration  

 Incomplete, missing or questionable sources and citations 

 Make notes on outline and revise 
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Fill In The Gaps 

Review your research (Take your outline with you!) 

Locate missing items 

Verify/corroborate questionable items 

Reconfirm and correct citations 

Perform more research about influential historical events 

18 



10/11/10	  

4	  

What Do You Have Now? 

A detailed research outline you can take with you for  
research 

A very complete view of your ancestor's life that may help you make 
educated guesses about his or her decision-making processes;  

An outline of a quality, detailed biographical sketch or a full-scale 
biography 

19 20 

Insert scan of outline page here 

The point of this exercise is to 
provide you with a methodology for:  

Thorough chronological research 

Organization of the materials you obtain 

Evaluating and weighing the evidence 

Citation of all of your sources 

Filling in the blanks in your ancestor research 

Developing an understanding of your ancestor's circumstances 

Producing a well-organized biographical and research outline 
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Have you ever been to an ice show on a cruise ship? 
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How about miniature golf? 

Deborah Abbott,   

Cleveland, Ohio 

 Deborah A. Abbott, Ph.D., is president of the  African- 
American Genealogical Society, Cleveland, Ohio (AAGS).  

She is a retired professor of Counseling from Cuyahoga 
Community College, Cleveland, Ohio.  

She holds both the Bachelor of Science and Masters of 
Education degrees from Tuskegee University (Alabama) 
and the Ph.D. degree from Kent State University (Ohio).  

She is an adjunct faculty member at the Institute of 
Genealogy & Historical Research at Samford University 
(Alabama).  

24 
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VITAL RECORDS   

- They support the notion of our ancestors’ existence and help us to connect 
our family members to other families and friends.   

- Before September 11, 2001, vital records were fairly easy to obtain, but 
since that time vital records have become much more expensive and more 
difficult to acquire.  

- In some states vital record accessibility has been limited to the person that 
the document was created for.  The fear of identity theft has given rise to 
some states limiting who they will issue vital record documents.  

25 

History of Vital Records in the U.S. 

Vital records were created to maintain documentation of our population.  
These records were created and are housed by a division of the state or local 
government.   

Many states did not require birth, marriage or death records to be registered 
until well into the late 1800’s and in some states not until the early to mid 
1900’s, while some counties kept vital records as early as the 1700’s.  

 Counties in the state of Kentucky have birth records dating back to 1852, but 
North Carolina did not require counties to record births and deaths until 1913.   
Some cities like New Orleans began registration of vital records as early as 
1790.   
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Privacy vs. Access - Genealogist and researchers will always encounter the 
conflict between rights of privacy and rights of access. 

Privacy Act of 1974 - Affects access to 20th/21st century records.    Freedom 
of Information Act (July 1967) - Requires federal government agencies and 
the armed forces to release records to the public on request.   
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Primary vs. Secondary Sources 

Primary sources are documents created and recorded at or very near the 
time that the actual event took place.   

Secondary sources are documents created long after an event has occurred.   

Vital records can be either a primary or secondary source, or both.  
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BIRTH RECORDS 

Birth records are considered primary source documents.   

The information on these records were provided and/or completed at or just 
after the time of the actual birth.   

Birth certificates can also be secondary sources if any of the following occurs: 

Amended Birth records are records that have been changed.    

Delayed Birth record is one that is issued long after the birth has taken 
placed.  

29 

MARRIAGE 

Before statewide registrations were established marriage records were 
issued and maintained by county courts.   

State boards of health or bureaus of vital statistics are usually the agencies 
that are authorized as the agent to keep marriage records.  

30 
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MARRIAGE DOCUMENTS 

Application - A document required in some states in place of bonds.  

Licenses - A document issued prior to the marriage ceremony.     

Registers and Returns - The reporting of a marriage to the state or local 
government authority once the wedding ceremony has been completed. 

Certificates - Given to couples after the ceremony is completed.   
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Marriage Types 

 Banns - A public announcement, read on three separate occasions 

 Bonds - Posted before the issuing of the required marriage license in  
 some states and were the only documents required in others.  

Consent Affidavits - A written form of permission to marry from a parent or 
legal guardian for individuals who are underage.  

Contract - A document usually drawn up when one or both of the individuals 
marring are wealthy or an heir to wealth in order to protect their assets. 
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Declarations of Intent - A written or oral declaration that a couple    
 intends to marry.   

Intentions - Similar to banns, but filed with the town clerk and generally not 
announced out loud. 

Divorce Records - a court action that dissolves a marriage.  

33 

DEATH 

Death records can help you identify others related to the decedent and to 
you.  

 The information found on a death certificate usually comes from an individual 
who is a relative or close friend.   

Death certificates are not standardized in the United States, so the 
information found in them will differ from state to state, but they will always 
include the deceases name, sex, race, place and date of death. 
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•   Necrology Files - An indexed list of deceased individuals. 

•   Cemetery records - “Graveyard research”.  How a plot is laid out, who is 
buried next to whom and the surnames that appear can be clues to help with 
genealogical research.   

•   Obituaries - A written notice of the death of an individual.   

•   Social Security - Established by an act of Congress in 1935.  This 
established a national program for Americans over the age of 65 to receive 
benefits.  

•   Coroner’s Inquest - The coroner creates records from the investigation of 
unusual deaths. 

•   Mortician/Funeral Home Record - Contains information needed to compile 
the death certificate and the publicly announced obituary notices.  
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Other Sources Containing Vital Record Information 

Home Sources - Letters, bibles, photographs, scrapbooks, etc. 

U.S. Population Schedule 1850-1930 - Can be used to provide information on 
marriage, birth, etc. 

Mortality Schedule 1850, 1860, 1870 & 1880 - includes individuals who died 
within the twelve months prior to the taking of the U.S. Population Census.  
The schedules contain name, age, sex, color, cause and date of death.  The 
1850 and 1860 mortality schedule includes slaves by name.  

 Slave Schedules 1850-1860 - Census that list slaves by sex, age and race 

Libraries/Archives - Can be the depository for marriage, birth, and death 
indexes, microfilm copies of newspapers, etc 

36 
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Church Records - May hold records of baptisms, marriages,  
deaths, and membership, etc. 

Newspapers - Contain death notices, obituaries, marriages, births, social 
activities, etc.   

Passport Applications - Passports were not required prior to WW I.  
Applications that were issued from 1791-1925 are located at the National 
Archives.  After 1925 passport applications can be found at the Passport 
Office, Department of the State located in Washington, D.C. Military Records  

Military records of other family members can contain information that will help 
to identify your ancestor.  Pension records should never be over looked. 
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•     Your journey will lead you to newspapers, wills, probate,  
estate records, military, etc. 

•    If your ancestors were slaves, you must also research the family of the 
slave holder and any business transactions, plantation/farm records, etc. that 
may exist.  

•     Also important will be bills of sales, estate inventories, appraisals, etc. 

Remember that patience and perseverance is the key to successful 
family research!! 
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We were also entertained by  
Herb Reed and “The Platters” 
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Diana Crisman Smith 

Diana has been researching since childhood and has 
served as a lay librarian at the local Family History 
Center for more than twenty years.  

She has written for numerous genealogical 
publications (including a regular column in the NGS 
News Magazine and the APG Quarterly, was a 
frequent writer for Digital Genealogist Magazine, as 
well as penning a regular column that ran for two 
years in the Cleveland Sun Newspapers).  

She has enjoyed speaking at conferences around 
the country (and at sea) the last fifteen years and 
looks forward to expanding her genealogical 
endeavors, after concluding a career in software 
consulting. 
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Finding Female Ancestors: What to Do When Records 
Don’t Give Her Name! 

Female ancestors can be frustrating to find and many people 
consider them to be brick walls early in their research when the 
obvious sources don’t include the desired information.  

 The marriage record wasn’t found and her death certificate didn’t 
have a maiden name.   

That needn’t be the case if you use a few tricks to find the “hidden” 
sources for the information on those female ancestors. 

Digging a little deeper may help to find those “elusive females” in your 
family tree.  We’ll look at the ways of finding them by starting with the 
obvious and diving a little deeper each time to find the more obscure 
types of records. 
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Finding Female Ancestors: What to Do When Records 
Don’t Give Her Name! 

Step One: 
Check the immediate family records: 

The husband’s death certificate may include the spouse’s name 
(including the wife’s maiden name) 

The children’s birth certificates may include the mother’s maiden 
name 

The children’s social security applications (SS5) should include 
the mother’s maiden name 

42 
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Step two: 

Dig a little deeper into the family records: 

Check deeds for all property owned by the family (husband and wife) 
to see if any of the family property mentions property inherited by the 
wife from her father or other relative. 

Check deeds for all property owned/sold by the children to see if 
there is any mention of property inherited from the grandparents. 

Check the cemetery records (not just the tombstones) for ownership 
records and nearby plots - families often purchased adjoining graves 
for parents and adult children 

Check the husband’s military pension records 
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Step three: 

Check the social and employment records 

Read the newspapers  

Check the church records (not just marriages, but baptisms, 
committee minutes, and any other records available) 

Check school records for the children 

44 

Step four: 

Check the neighborhood;  look for neighbors who are likely 
candidates to be her parents (remember the dinner to sundown rule) 

Check their wills and deeds to see if they mention her or any of her 
children 

Check the censuses before her marriage to see if she’s part of the 
family 
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We even had 
time between 
classes to 
watch the 
joggers run 
around the 
outside deck.  

Eileen and Sean O’Duill 

Eileen and Sean’s seminars combine expert advice 
on doing Irish genealogical research in Ireland with 
an introduction to the rich folklore of your Irish 
ancestors. 

Their lectures included: 
Introduction to Irish Genealogy: Where Do I Start? 

Researching in Ireland: Planning is the Key to 
Success. 

Dublin, 30 June 1922: Did Everything Blow up? 

Matchmaking and Marriage Customs in 19th Century  
Ireland 

Death and Burial Rites in Rural Ireland   

47 

Eileen O’Duill  - - - - Pre-Cruise Consultation 

48 

Eileen offered a pre-cruise consultation on up to 2 Irish  
ancestors per person. We just had to email the following  
information to her two months before the cruise started. 

Name of Irish Ancestor  
Approximate date of birth 
Occupation 
County of birth  
Father’s name  
Mother’s name  
Name of spouse 
Name and dates of birth of children born in Ireland 

Once a baptismal or birth record for your ancestor was located, Eileen 
provided a recommended research plan to enable you to continue your 
research in Ireland 
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Eileen then conducted one-on-one consultations with  
Those who sent in the pre-cruise form 
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She provided a copy of Pat’s grandfather’s 
Birth certificate from 1864 as well as a research plan 
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Introduction to Irish Genealogy   
Where do I Start? 

51 

Begin at home!  
Work back from yourself, generation by generation linking each 
person through documentation. Start with family papers and family 
stories.  

Do your homework. 
Many people arrive in Ireland before they have located identifying 
information about the emigrant ancestor. It is essential to know the 
name of the ancestor, his county of origin and hopefully parish of birth 
and the names of his parents. Knowing the names of siblings will 
often help in selecting the right family from among the thousands 
sharing the same surname. 
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Introduction to Irish Genealogy   
Where do I Start? 
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Follow the paper trail your ancestor left. 
Death certificates, marriage certificates (both civil and church), 
obituaries or death notices in local newspapers, petition for 
naturalization, military service records, United States Census returns, 
city directories, Passenger Arrival Lists.  

Start a Family Tree and Keep Records.  

Get A Good Book on Irish Genealogy and Become your Own 
Research Director. 
A good book on Irish history is a must. It is important to have an 
understanding of Irish history to understand your ancestor’s place in 
it.  

Introduction to Irish Genealogy   
Where do I Start? 
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If Grandpa and/or Grandma were born in Ireland You Can apply for 
Irish Citizenship. 

Documentary evidence required by the Irish Government through its 
Consulates  

1.  Full birth certificate of claimant           
2.  Full marriage certificate of claimant’s parents 
3.  Full death certificate or current passport of claimant’s parent 
4.  Full birth certificate of claimant’s parent   
5.  Full marriage certificate of claimant’s grandparents’ marriage   
6.  Full death certificate of grandparent. 
7.  Full birth/baptismal certificate of grandparent or corroborating 

evidence. 
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Sources in the U.S. which might assist in identifying the names of the 
parents of your Irish ancestor would include: 

- Parish or civil record of the marriage of your ancestor should provide 
the names of both his parents. 

- Civil death record might provide the names of the parents and/or exact 
place of birth as well as his/her approximate age at the time of his death. 

 - Obituaries or death notices in local newspapers in the town where he/
she died may provide important information, such as the town or parish 
of his/her birth. 

- Census returns in the United States contain vital information such as 
age and number of years in America will help to establish when he 
emigrated and again, his/her approximate age 

- Naturalization records and military records provide very useful 
information. The petition for naturalization gives the county of birth 
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Look how great the sunsets are at sea! 
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Drew Smith 

Drew Smith, MLS, is a librarian at the University 
of South Florida in Tampa and regularly makes 
presentations about genealogy at national, state, 
and local conferences.  

Together with George G. Morgan, he has been 
co-host of the weekly Genealogy Guys Podcast 
since September 2005.  

His book Social Networking for Genealogists 
was published by Genealogical Publishing 
Company in 2009. He contributed regular 
columns for the bimonthly Digital Genealogist 
magazine. 

He served as technical editor for both editions of 
George G. Morgan’s book How to Do 
Everything: Genealogy, published by McGraw-
Hill. 
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Drew Smith 

Online Surname Search Strategies 

How common is the surname?   

Search Names Files from the 1990 Census: 

 www.census.gov/genealogy/www/namesearch.html 
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Drew Smith 

What strategy to use when searching surnames? 

Very unusual - genealogy databases, search engines; create a 
message board or mailing list if one doesn’t already exist 

Unusual - combine surname with first name, general location, or 
time period; use existing message boards and mailing lists 

Common - combine surname with specific location and other 
features; use message boards and mailing lists combined with 
locations 

Very common - use additional information (such as middle 
name), or combine multiple limits (first names, locations, and 
time periods) 
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Additional resources• 

SURNAME-ORIGINS mailing list (available at RootsWeb) 

Hamrick Software - U.S. Surname Distribution - 
www.hamrick.com/names/ 

RootsWeb Surname List (RSL) - rsl.rootsweb.com 

RootsWeb List Finder - lists.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/findlist.pl 
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Ancestry Message Boards - boards.ancestry.com 

GenForum - genforum.genealogy.com•Genealogy  
Resources on the Internet: 

Email Sites -www.rootsweb.com/~jfuller/gen_email.html 
Guild of One-Name Studies –www.one-name.org    

WorldConnect Project - worldconnect.rootsweb.com 
Cyndi’s List (surnames) - www.cyndislist.com/surnames.htm 
Search engines (Google, Yahoo! Search, Bing, and Ask) 

Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)  
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Geographic Names Information System 
(GNIS)  

The GNIS contains information about physical and cultural geographic 
features of all types in the United States, associated areas, and Antarctica, 
current and historical, but not including roads and highways.  

The database holds the Federally recognized name of each feature and 
defines the feature location by state, county, USGS topographic map, and 
geographic coordinates.  

Other attributes include names or spellings other than the official name, 
feature designations, feature classification, historical and descriptive 
information, and for some categories the geometric boundaries. 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/index.html 
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Geographic Names Information System 
(GNIS)  
http://geonames.usgs.gov/index.html 
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Feature Name Class County ST Latitude Longitude Map Entry Date 

Monticello Populated Place Sullivan NY 413920N 0744122W Monticello 23-Jan-80 
Monticello 
Raceway Locale Sullivan NY 414008N 0744251W Monticello 23-Jan-80 
WSUL-FM 
(Monticello) Tower Sullivan NY 413938N 0744113W Monticello 1-Aug-94 
Village of 
Monticello Civil Sullivan NY 413907N 0744112W Monticello 19-Feb-08 
Monticello Public 
Grammar 
School 
(historical) School Sullivan NY 413910N 0744111W Monticello 12-Apr-08 
Monticello 
Amusement 
Park (historical) Park Sullivan NY 413932N 0744030W Monticello 12-Apr-08 
Monticello 
Hospital Hospital Sullivan NY 413932N 0744053W Monticello 12-Apr-08 
Monticello 
Village Hall Building Sullivan NY 413914N 0744054W Monticello 12-Apr-08 
Monticello Police 
and Fire 
Headquarters Building Sullivan NY 413915N 0744054W Monticello 12-Apr-08 
Monticello 
Middle School School Sullivan NY 413912N 0744110W Monticello 12-Apr-08 
Monticello High 
School School Sullivan NY 413839N 0744203W Monticello 12-Apr-08 

Monticello 
Village Sewage 
Treatment Plant Locale Sullivan NY 413837N 0744016W Monticello 2-Jun-10 
Monticello 
Seventh Day 
Adventist 
Church Church Sullivan NY 413904N 0744209W Monticello 2-Jun-10 
Monticello Post 
Office Post Office Sullivan NY 413922N 0744124W Monticello 2-Jun-10 
Monticello 
Manor Nursing 
Home Building Sullivan NY 413932N 0744053W Monticello 2-Jun-10 
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Our ship docked in another “paradise” 
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James W. Petty, CGSM, AG® 

Mr. Petty has a distinguished 35 year career in 
genealogy.  

He is the President of HEIRLINES Family 
History and Genealogy : www.heirlines.com 

He’s conducted thousands of Genealogy 
Research Projects.  

He’s assisted in ancestries using federal, state, 
local, family, private and public records to 
discover and prove client family lines ,lineage 
society applications, author; magazine editor, 
lecturer, instructor and consultant, 
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BIG CITY RESEARCH:  
New York City,  Philadelphia, Chicago 

Identify the records that exist, and pick the ones you  
want to search.  Know the history of the country, county,  
and community; then determine how your ancestor fits in.   

Identifying Sources and Collections. 

Each major city has its own “special collections.”  Many of these 
metropolitan areas also have research handbooks that have 
been written specifically for them.   

The City of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, under the direction of 
John Daly, published a Descriptive Inventory of the City and 
County records of Philadelphia (FHL # 974.811, A3d).  This is an 
excellent guide for research in any big city in that it provides an 
example of the records of various governmental agencies. 
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Immigrant and Ethnic Records. 

Most of the largest cities are also ports.  All of them  
are centers of ethnicity.   

Federal immigration records, passenger lists, passports, 
naturalization records are important sources for searching for 
families.   

An important feature about locating ethnic Big City Research 
ancestry in port cities is that many families were scattered in 
different ports, and studying immigration records in several 
large cities can help in locating family origins overseas.  
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Immigrants often arrived in fractured groups meaning 
families may not have arrived together, but came in  
waves, one or two at a time until all that were coming  
had arrived.  

 Directories and Maps. 

Two items necessary in any big city research are maps and 
directories.  As mentioned, “where” is an important question in 
large city research.  In a large population center, people were 
often transient.  They might never leave the city they lived in, 
but they seldom owned the buildings they lived in.  As their 
families or their financial circumstances changed, they moved 
from place to place according to their needs 
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Directories and Maps. 

People could move across the street, or around the 
 corner, and seemingly disappear from the genealogical 
 record.  Where ancestors lived in relationship to churches, 
synagogues, businesses, lodges, schools, hospitals, and  
other facilities are important to a researcher.   

Churches and Cemeteries 

Religious records and cemeteries take on a whole new image 
in large cities.  Researching problems in large cities means 
dealing with dozens, perhaps scores of congregations in a 
small geographical area.  It is important to be able to determine 
the geographic boundaries of church congregations.  City 
directories can help. 
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Directories of churches, or yearbooks, are often available 
through public libraries, or bookstores.   

U.S. Catholic Sources:  
A Diocesan Research Guide, by Virginia Humling (Salt Lake 
City: Ancestry, 1995) is an example of a research guide.   

Civil Records 

Every city has its own system of court and civil records.   

Whether your ancestor filed for a lease, obtained a license, or 
was cited for committing a crime, the record of his civil activities 
were recorded in court minutes.   
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Educational Records 

 School records are often an excellent source for identifying 
families and individuals. 

 Private and Institutional Records  

Business records, employee registers, accounts, and personal 
record collections open up a more personal world for our 
ancestors. 
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THANK YOU! 

     Want to Take A Cruise? 

Any Questions? 


